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The May 7th STEM event was a huge success!  There 

were over 50 attendees who had a fantastic time 

learning about Science, Technology Engineering and 

Math!  It was our second Jefferson County AAUW 

branch Girls Grow your STEM knowledge event. Girls 

from 9-14 years old started their day playing with 

Tangram puzzle and having fun creating origami shapes, 

always assisted by our AAUW volunteers. Tracy 

Gyoerkoe, AAUW VP Membership, shared videos and 

information about careers. Each participant had the 

opportunity to rotate through a series of four hands-on 

workshops with a break for lunch.The girls enjoyed 

learning how to exam pet’s vital signs during the Intro 

to a Physical 

Pet Exam 

workshop, 

led by Diane 

Ferry, 

Veterinarian 

and AAUW 

member. In  

 

The Amazing Chemistry 

of Soap the girls had a 

great time making their 

own soap, measuring 

chemical components, 

and choosing their 

favorite fragrance. Lisa 

Blank, the Watertown 

City School District 

STEM Coordinator and 

our AAUW member 

Cathy Stenfeldt led this 

great workshop!  

They learned the 

fundamentals of 

electricity and 

circuitry and created 

very cool tech-craft 

greeting cards using 

conductive copper 

tape and LED circuit 

stickers at the Light 

Up Your World With 

Tech Crafts Circuitry, 

led by Erika 

Montandon, AAUW 

STEM committee chair and the very nice volunteer, 

Angie VanWormer. For the second year, Anita Carr, 

Math/Science teacher at Gouverneur Central and her 

student assistants helped the girls to learn more about 

Chemistry and Science. The CSI Watertown was a great 

success! They had a chance to interpret fingerprints and 

evidences, make fake blood and learn more about 

Forensic Science. 

We asked the girls, “What was 

the best thing you learned 

today?” and some of the 

answers were, “Everything”, 

“Can’t pick one thing”, “It can’t 

choose, it was all fun”! The day 

closed with the distribution of 

certificates and two lucky girls 

won the books written and 

donated by Audrey O’Shea. 

The STEM committee and 

many AAUW volunteers helped 

to make the day a success by 

helping with registration, 

workshops, and just making 

the day run smoothly….  
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The Visit to Matilda Joslyn Gage’s Home 
Written by: Dericklyn Parker 

 

On April 9 th, 2016, our branch had the privilege of 
visiting Matilda Joselyn Gage’s Home in 
Fayetteville, New York. Born on March 24, 1826, in 
Cicero, New York, Matilda Joslyn Gage was the only 
child of her parents. Her father was Dr. Hezekiah 
Joslyn, a nationally known abolitionist. Mrs. Gage 
was raised in a household that was dedicated to 
the abolition of slavery. 
After her marriage to Henry Hill Gage in 1945, from 
which came five children, Mrs. Gage and her family 
settled in Fayetteville, New York and her home 
became a station on the Underground Railroad. 
Mrs. Gage assisted with organizing the Virginia and 
New York state suffrage associations and served 
twenty years as an officer in the New York 
association. She was an activist and a founding 
member of the National Woman Suffrage 
Association (NWSA) from 1869 to 1889. Mrs. Gage 
published the National Citizen and Ballot Box 
between 1878 and1881, which was the official 
newspaper of NWSA. 
Mrs. Gage and many other women during her time 
tried to test the law by attempting to vote and 
were unsuccessful in their efforts. However, in 
1880, Mrs. Gage led a total of 102 Fayetteville 
women to the polls in 1880 when New York State 
allowed women to vote in school districts where 
they paid their taxes. She was outspoken against 
the unfair treatment of Native Americans, she 

helped organize the need for hospital supplies for 
union soldiers during the Civil War.   
In 1890, Mrs. Gage founded the Women’s National 
Liberal Union (WNLM) in an effort to not unite 
church and state, something that remains a topic of 
today. Mrs. Gage was and remained a supporter of 
women’s rights to her life’s end in 1898, in Chicago, 
Illinois.  In her own words, “There is a word 
sweeter than Mother, Home or Heaven; that word 
is Liberty.” These words today are engraved on her 
grave stone in Fayetteville, NY. 

Some of the sites we visited during our tour were 
the Women Rights Room. This room consists of 
historical dates of monumental events, which mark 
Mrs. Gage’s life’s work. This room also includes the 
very desk she sat at to write articles, author and 
coedit books that are still with us today. Some of 
which are the first three volumes of the six-volume 
The History of Woman Suffrage (1881-1887). She 
also authored the influential pamphlets Woman as 
Inventor (1870), Woman’s Rights Catechism (1871), 
and Who Planned the Tennessee Campaign of 
1862? (1880). Other sites we visited were 
Haudenosaunee Room where there are historical 
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items of her work with Native Americans and we 
were invited to try on apparels from that era of 
which we participated. Photos from this are 
included in this edition of our Newsletter. Other 
rooms were comprised of the Religious Freedom 
Room, the Matilda Joslyn Gage Research Library, 
the underground Railroad Room, the Local History 
Room, the Family Parlor OZ Room, we must add 
that during our tour of the “OZ Room, our very 
own Judy Munoz entertained us by playing on the 
historical piano the renowned song “Somewhere 
Over the Rainbow” we sang along and applauded. 

It is important to note that Mrs. Gage’s 5th 
daughter (Maud Gage Baum) married the author of 
the “Wizard of Oz.” This was fun. We walked down 
Henry’s Hall and went to the Gift Shop Dakota 
Room where we contributed to keeping Mrs. 
Gage’s work alive by purchasing valuable and 
historical items from the shop. We enjoyed a group 
lunch after our tour and parted our separate ways 
and went shopping. It was an educational and fun 
day. Please enjoy the photos!!!



 

Rotary Volunteer event April 23 - The North Country Honors the Mountain 
AAUW volunteers helped Rotary plant trees at the Future Tenth Mountain Division Monument at Thompson 
Park.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red White and Teal Events at Maggie’s on the River  

April 19th, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Convention in Saratoga Springs, April 15-16 
The Coe Women at convention.  

(Left to Right) Granddaughter Amber Krug, a member of the Rochester Branch, daughter Mary Foran, from NH,  a 
Member at Large, Me, Daughter Betsy Summers from PA but a member of our Branch, and daughter Margaret 
Williams, our Branch. 
It was a good convention, Margaret did a great job as Chair. Interesting and fun. 
The Coe women don't get together that often and Saratoga was a great place to be together. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 5/24/16, The Jefferson Co. Chapter of AAUW 
held its annual Legal Advocacy Fund Dinner at the Hilton 
Garden Inn, Watertown, NY. We celebrated the occasion 
by welcoming two of the most dynamic speakers in NNY, 
Carolyn Dowd Fitzpatrick, Retired Chairperson of the 
Jefferson Co. Legislature and Cindy Intschert, Retired 
Jefferson Co. District Attorney who gave excellent 
presentations on Advocacy in the 21st Century. Both 
women left their audience with the gifts of “Dreaming” 
and how to help each other move forward in a world that 
is constantly changing – great thoughts & information for 
all ages. 

The LAF provides legal assistance to individuals who are 

victims of sexual discrimination in the Workplace, Schools and 

in certain types of sexual assault cases. This Dinner raised over 

$700.00 for the LAF Fund from Membership attendance at 

this event. Many thanks to everyone for your support & help 

with this wonderful dinner especially, the Staff of the Hilton 

Garden Inn, our Presenters and the Camaraderie of members 

that made it such a delightful evening! 
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Annual Dinner Meeting  
Wednesday, June 22, 2016  
5:30 - 8:00 p.m. Ives Hill Country Club  
Jefferson County Branch AAUW members and guests are invited to attend 
the annual dinner meeting to recognize outgoing Board members, review 
the Branch financial report and by-laws, and elect officers for the coming 
year. Please plan to join us for an evening to celebrate the 
accomplishments of the Jefferson County Branch!  
Outgoing Officers for 2015-16  
President - Andrea Pedrick  
Secretary - Emily Jobson  
Proposed slate of officers for 2016-17  
President - Janice Brown  
VP Membership - Tracy Gyoerkoe  
Co VP Program - Dericklyn Parker  
Secretary - Jordan Walker  
Co VP Program –  
Treasurer - Karen Carr  

 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
 
 
 
Please detach and return to Karen Carr, Treasurer, 21912 Birch Lane, Watertown, NY 13601  
 
_____________________________________ will attend ______ x $30 $_______________  
 
____________________________________  
 
Italian Buffet dinner will include green salad, chicken parmesan, baked pasta, green beans, rolls, coffee/tea  
and brownie sundae dessert. Dinner price of $30 includes all taxes and gratuity. Please make checks payable to 
Jefferson County AAUW. 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 
 



 

Building Success with Smart Ideas 

Focus on Programming and Leadership 

Come join AAUW members from across New York State for a weekend July 22-24, 2016 at Cazenovia 

College.  

  

The entire weekend (2 nights, 6 meals) is subsidized by AAUW-NYS to make it affordable for members. 

Sign up NOW – visit http://www.aauw-nys.org/RegistrationForms/caz2016form.htm for the 

registration form!  

The dorm (Shove Suites) we stay in is air-conditioned and has elevators. As the name implies, the rooms 

are all in small suites, each with two to five individual private bedrooms sharing a living room, kitchenette, 

and a bathroom. Sheets, towels, pillow and blanket are provided. The lovely campus is small so all the 

workshops and meetings are easily accessed. We do suggest bringing a sweater or light jacket since some 

of the meeting rooms may be chilly.  

The weekend program starts with dinner on Friday and continues through lunch on Sunday. There's plenty of time to 

meet, plan and work with other AAUW members from across the state in a casual setting. More details will be posted 

soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

The AAUW sponsored movie on June 12th is “The Danish Girl”.   

Show time is promptly at 2 PM at the Ives Hill Retirement Congregate Building.  

Light refreshments will be served.  Please come and enjoy the movie with us, 

and bring a friend.  E-mail Bonny, at <Bestcakes@Juno.com> if you have any 

questions, or suggestions for future movies. 

“The Danish Girl” 

Runtime:  119 min       

Rating:  Rated R for some sexuality and nudity    

Genres:  Biography, Drama, Romance  

Director:  Tom Hooper               

Inspired by the true story of Danish artists Einar Wegener and his wife Gerda, this tender portrait of a marriage asks: 

What do you do when someone you love wants to change? It starts with a question, a simple favor asked of a husband 

by his wife on an afternoon chilled by the Baltic wind while both are painting in their studio. Her portrait model has 

canceled, and would he mind slipping into a pair of women's shoes and stockings for a few moments so she can finish 

the painting on time. "Of course," he answers. "Anything at all."  

With that, one of the most passionate and unusual love stories of the twentieth century begins. Lili and Gerda's 

marriage and work evolve as they navigate Lili's groundbreaking journey as a transgender pioneer. 

http://www.aauw-nys.org/RegistrationForms/caz2016form.htm
http://map.cazenovia.edu/html/BLD_2012092847577.html
mailto:Bestcakes@Juno.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 2016 

June 12 
Movie – “The 
Danish Girl”, Ives 
Hill  

June 22nd 
Membership 
Meeting, Ives Hill  

    

 

July 2016 

July 13 or 14 
Red White and 
Teal – Boathouse 
in Sacket’s 
Harbor *more 
info to follow 

July 22 
NYS AAUW 
Leadership 
Conference, 
“Building Success 
with Smart Ideas” 

July 23 
NYS AAUW 
Leadership 
Conference, 
“Building Success 
with Smart Ideas” 

July 24 
NYS AAUW 
Leadership 
Conference, 
“Building Success 
with Smart Ideas” 

  

 

August 2016 

August 4th  
Branch Picnic 
Dericklyn’s home 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 Have an idea or suggestion for the next newsletter?  Email Cathy at AAUWJeffersonNews@gmail.com 

 Please submit newsletter entries for July no later than June 25th. 

Calendar 

mailto:AAUWJeffersonNews@gmail.com

