
The AAUW Movie Pic for October is “An Angel at My Table”. 
 

It will be shown at Ives Hill, in the Congregate Building, Community Room, on October 11th, at 
2PM.  Light refreshments will be provided.   
 

We welcome all AAUW members, their guests, and residents of Ives Hills. 
 

 

 
 
 
1990 ‧ Drama film/Biography ‧ 2h 38m   
Drama, Foreign   Rated R 
160 minutes 
 

Release date: May 19, 1991 (New 
York City) 
Director: Jane Campion 

 
“This is not a hyped-up biopic or a 
soap opera, but simply the record of 
a life as lived, beginning in 
childhood with a talented, dreamy 
girl whose working-class parents 
loved her, and continued to follow 
her as she was gradually shunted by 
society into a place that almost 
killed her.” 
 
Roger Ebert  

 

Based on the autobiographical work of New Zealand writer Janet Frame, this production depicts 
the author at various stage of her life. Afflicted with mental and emotional issues, Frame grows up 
in an impoverished family and experiences numerous tragedies while still in her youth, including 
the deaths of two of her siblings. Frame finds acclaim for her writing while still in a mental 
institution, and her success helps her move on with her life. 

 
Here is the story of a curly-haired little redhead who grew up to be one of New Zealand's best 
authors, after enduring ordeals that would have put most people into a madhouse. The irony is 
that she was already in the madhouse, misdiagnosed as a schizophrenic, and subjected to more 
than 200 electroshock treatments even though there was nothing really wrong with her except for 
shyness and depression. 

 

Janet Frame is today the author of some 20 novels, books of poetry, plays and autobiographies. 
Her first two books were actually written and published while she was in a mental hospital, and it 
is impossible to wonder if the act of writing them saved her life - giving her a place to order her 
thoughts in the middle of chaos. 


