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Hello, 

I would like to extend my deepest gratitude to Value U., the American Association of University Women and all 
of today’s panelists, speakers and guests for being part of the Bully Culture: Understanding It and Overcoming It 
conference.  Though my travels prevented me from joining you today, I wanted to send a note of my deepest 
thanks in support of today’s program.  

As a national advocate in the fight against bullying I work on a daily basis to help individuals, organizations and 
communities to find their role in creating safe and supportive academic, professional and social environments.  
Growing up alongside two siblings who were bullied for their disabilities taught me the importance of 
bystander support early in life. My older sister, who suffers severe dyslexia, lost a college degree because of a 
bullying professor.  My later experiences with cyber stalking fueled my passion to help others understand how 
this issue is more than school yard teasing.   We have entered a new age of bullying; digital media amplifies the 
cruelty of faceless tormentors as constant negative behavior in mainstream media normalizes these behaviors 
within our culture.  Each week we read a new story of a life lost to this cruel and growing beast.  We must act 
now if we wish to protect our neighbors, friends and loved ones from falling victim to this terrifying epidemic. 

By facilitating today’s conversation on the topic of bullying you are playing a key role in engaging members of 
the Northern New York community in the fight.  It is no secret that a unified vow is necessary in order to 
change the social climate of our culture into one of mutual support and respect, and an open and active 
discourse around the issue is a vital element in doing so.  

My thanks must also be extended to the Sackets Harbor Glee Club, whose work I learned about during a recent 
visit to their school.  These young and talented students are shining examples of how to contribute one’s 
talents and passion to helping the anti-bullying cause. 

Again, I wish you all the best with today’s event. I am with you in full spirit and will return to your area soon to 
continue my discussions with local students about this very issue. As a former Clarkson University student, a 
woman, New Yorker, active bystander and advocate I thank you for taking the initiative to make bullying a 
priority of conversation within your community. 

Best Regards, 

 

Kaitlin Monte 
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